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Neartic-Neotropical 
migrants (340spp.) are 
widely distributed through 
almost any country of 
Latin-America during the 
wintering period.

Many of them has been 
considered as species of 
conservation concern 
under one or more North 
America initiatives (PiF, 
Audubon Watch List, etc.)

Funds exists to conserve 
those species of 
conservation concern



However, in wintering grounds other “priorities” exists: 
Globaly Threatened Species, endemic species…



Can these priorities be linked?
… why not?

Funds for conservation are 
very limited, and many of 
them came from North 
America…

Conserving migratory species 
through the IBAs = conserving 
the North American priorities 
in Latin Americas in priority 
sites for “resident” species.



The Important Bird Areas 
Programme

The function of the IBA 
Programme is to identify and 
protect a network of sites, at a 
biogeographic scale, critical for the 
long-term viability of naturally 
occurring bird populations, across 
the range of those bird species for 
which a sites-based approach is 
appropriate.

Identifying and protecting a 
network of key sites worldwide to 
conserve those birds for which the 
sites are particularly important.

Some migrants (non congregatory) 
could be no well covered by the 
network of IBAs…
http://www.birdlife.org



The experience in Northern Andes

The occurrence of neartic-
neotropical migrants was compiled 
for each IBA
>6500 “records” within IBAs
159 species (passage-wintering)

A Knowledge index for migrants 
where developed

•GAPs for migrants within IBAs
where identified

•IBAs with acceptable KI were 
prioritized for landbirds waterbirds

•# of species of conservation 
concern
• Migrants of wintering range 
restricted to the region



Knowledge index for migrants where developed



Landbirds neotropical migrants of conservation 
concern in North America:



Waterbird neotropical migrants of conservation 
concern in North America: BCC, USSCP & WCP



Priority sites for neotropical
migratory landbirds
conservation in Tropical 
Andes

•92 sites important for neotropical
migrants of wintering distribution 
restricted range

•34 of them for neotropical
migrants of conservation concern



25 IBA for waterbird migrants of conservation concern (9 unprotected)



Priority-Setting 
Experience in Peru:

(July 2006)



Prioritization of Conservation 
Actions:
• Biological Value (A1-A4)
• Threat Score

4 UR UR CR CR
3 UR UR CR
2 UR CR
1 UR CR

BV/Threat 1 2 3 4



In Peru all IBAs where prioritized for 
conservation actions, and those 
sites where overlapped with priority 
sites for migrant conservation

Resident species
63 GTB + NT species
85 endemic species
5 Congregatory species

Migrant species
25 Birds of Conservation Concern
(landbirds + waterbirds)



Summary & Conclusions

Many limitation exist in the region
•IBAs are not specifically developed to cover 
migratory species
•IBA identification GAPs
•GAPs of knowledge for migratory species 
occurrence, abundance and dates
•Peru is not the best example

However: 
•A site approach to conserve migrants 
in their wintering ranges is urgently 
needed
•The discussed limitations will be the 
same for any regional site approach
•IBA area and habitat coverage is 
bigger than any other site approach 
(i.e. Protected Areas systems)
•Funds for neotropical migratory 
species should be focus to those 
areas where N-S priorities are the 
same.
•This methodology can be easily 
replicated (Central America & 
Caribbean and Grasslands IBAs)
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