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Our species has had a name change! Change published in 52nd Supplement to 
the American Ornithologists’ Union Checklist of North American Birds, 
published in The Auk this past July.
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Some evidence that it’s a trans-Gulf migrant, with some identified stopover 
locations in Honduras, Belize, and Guatemala.
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Concerns about these population declines led environmental groups to petition 
the USFWS to list Cerulean Warbler as a threatened species under the 
Endangered Species Act.
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From the start, we wanted to include stakeholders. Cerulean Warblers 
generally live in forested landscapes, and the forest industry owns or manages 
a lot of land. We were hoping that forestry could be used to enhance habitats 
for the species. Much of the core breeding range is underlain by coal, and 
mountaintop removal has become the common mining technique.
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We knew a lot less about Cerulean Warblers in the non-breeding season, but 
knew that land use changes were causing habitat loss or degradation on the 
wintering grounds and along migration routes. Hazards during migration not 
unique to CERW, but loom for any migratory species
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Broadened scope beyond breeding grounds to consider issues relevant to 
CERW conservation on the wintering grounds
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Membership and participation in various committees flexible, but usually a core 
group of individuals involved, with others drawn in as needed or interested
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El Grupo Cerúleo, Dec 2002
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Launched to address a set of information needs that we felt were critical to 
focus on-the-ground conservation efforts
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Rangewide conservation action plan produced for USFWS Division of 
Migratory Bird Management
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American Bird Conservancy and Fundacion ProAves in Colombia played key 
roles
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So, we’ve accomplished a lot in the past decade, and now need to move 
forward with on-the-ground conservation. To be successful, it’s critical that we 
partner with industry: the forest and coal industries on the breeding grounds, 
and the coffee industry on the wintering grounds.
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Research and surveys conducted in the past decade have added considerably 
to our knowledge of the species’ ecology, demography, habitat use, and spatial 
distribution on both the breeding and non-breeding grounds. The talks in this 
afternoon’s symposium will detail some of what we’ve learned, identify 
remaining information needs, describe initial on-the-ground conservation 
efforts, and discuss the opportunities and challenges for further conservation 
actions on the species’ behalf.
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