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Counties with Wilderness

RPA Regions

Wilderness Acreage
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National Park Service Wilderness
Fish & Wildlife Service Wilderness
Bureau of Land Management Wilderness
National Forest Wilderness

Index of Population x Wilderness Interactions
Negligible
Light
Moderate
Moderately heavy
Heavy

Future Wilderness Hotspots (2020)
Ambient Population Pressures on Counties with Wilderness
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Santa Rosa

Reno

Stockton

Modesto
San Jose

Hayward
Fremont

Concord
Vallejo

Salinas
Fresno

Lassen Volcanic National Park

Whiskeytown-Shasta-Trinity NRA (Whiskeytown)

Yosemite National Park

Kings Canyon National Park
Death Valley National Park

Pinnacles National Monument

Point Reyes National Seashore

Sequoia NF

Inyo NF

Mendocino NF

Trinity NF

Stanislaus NF

Eldorado NF

Sacramento

Plumas NF

Lassen NF

Toiyabe NF

Humbo

2020 Ambient Public Land x Recreation Interactions
Negligible
Light
Moderate
Moderately heavy
Heavy

Other Federal Land
Wildlife Refuge Wilderness
BLM Wilderness
NPS Wilderness
NF Wilderness
COE, BOR, & TVA
Bureau of Land Management
Wildlife Refuges
National Parks
National Forests

Public Lands in Central California and 
Projected Recreation Demand Hotspots, 2020
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Glacier National ParkLake Roosevelt National Recreation Area

Spokane

Clearwater NF

Nez  Perce NF

Payette NF

Salmon NF

Wallowa Whitman NF

Umatilla NF

Kootenai NF

Lolo NF

2020 Ambient Public Land x Recreation Interactions
Negligible
Light
Moderate
Moderately heavy
Heavy

Other Federal Land
Wildlife Refuge Wilderness
BLM W ilderness
NPS Wilderness
NF Wilderness
COE, BOR, & TVA
Bureau of Land Management
Wildlife Refuges
National Parks
National Forests

Public Lands in Northern Idaho and Northwest 
Montana and Projected Recreation Demand 

Hotspots, 2020



#

#

# # Boston
Cambridge

Lowell

Manchester

Cape Cod 
National Seashore

White Mountain National Forest

Green Mountain National Forest

Green Mountain National Forest

2020 Ambient Public Land x Recreation Interac
Negligible
Light
Moderate
Moderately heavy
Heavy

Other Federal Land
Wildlife Refuge Wilderness
BLM Wilderness
NPS Wilderness
NF Wilderness
COE, BOR, & TVA
Bureau of Land Management
Wildlife Refuges
National Parks
National Forests

Public Lands in New England and Projected 
Recreation Demand Hotspots, 2020



What is the Biggest Threat
to the NWPS

• Climbing Anchors?
• Invasive exotics?
• Nearby population and development growth
• Air and water pollutants?
• Recreation use?
• Political vulnerability?
• Something else?



• The biggest threat is loss of the 
NWPS altogether, combined with 
“chipping away”

• Low awareness, no public voice, 
lack of Congressional support, and 
little collective energy

• Provide wilderness information in 
places and in forms where people 
will encounter and digest it

• Start with marketing research and 
lifestyle segmentation

• Design educational programs
• Monitor results and refine 

programs

ANSWER

PROBLEM

ACTION

HOW?



NSRE 2000 and 
Marketing Research

• NSRE 2000 will ask knowledge, attitudes, 
sensitivities, uses, and values of wilderness across 
all of American society

• Segment the public using differences in 
environmental attitudes, recreation participation 
patterns, lifestyles, demographics and region of 
the country

• Use significant factors in the design of tailored 
marketing and educational strategies.



Nature Lovers
Well-off, highly-educated, older, mostly 
white females in small households with no 
kids and who like to:

Picnic
Visit Nature Centers

Walk
Sightsee

And
Watch Wildlife and Birds


